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LETTER
FROM THE
CHANCELLOR

Congratulations to the Class of 2026! 

Today, we celebrate your extraordinary accomplishments and the journey that has led 
you to this moment. We also celebrate the loved ones, friends, teachers, mentors and 
coaches who helped you reach this milestone in your life. 

Graduation marks both a culmination and a new beginning. It is a moment to reflect 
on your time at UCLA and the many ways you have grown — in mind, in creativity and 
in character. It also provides a chance to examine the path before you with renewed 
purpose. 

Your graduation comes at a complex time in our history. Uncertainty can make it 
tempting to narrow your ambitions, even as the world needs you to expand them. I 
urge you to meet this moment with humanity. Your UCLA education has prepared you 
to navigate an evolving landscape and to turn uncertainty into opportunity. 

The values you have cultivated here — kindness, integrity, curiosity, a commitment 
to service, and a respect for diverse perspectives — will serve as your foundation as 
you move forward to lead in your communities and professions. You now join a global 
network of more than 680,000 Bruins who are making a meaningful difference across 
every field and in every corner of the world. Stay connected to your classmates, and 
stay connected to this university. 

You will always be a part of UCLA. And UCLA will always be a part of you. 
On behalf of the entire UCLA family, I extend my warmest congratulations. We 
look forward to all you will accomplish and to the kindness you will bring to your 
communities in the years ahead. 

We are One UCLA. 

C h a n c e l l o r
J U L I O  F R E N K

JULIO FRENK



LETTER
FROM THE
DEAN

Dear Graduates,

Congratulations to you, the UCLA TFT Class of 2026!

To study film and theater is to study humanity itself — to wield storytelling as a technology of 
empathy that crosses the distances between us, in a world where screens increasingly isolate 
rather than connect us.

You are ready to deploy the power you gained here. The LA Rebellion at UCLA TFT showed you 
how — the OSCAR®-winning, Guggenheim and MacArthur Fellow Charles Burnett and Julie 
Dash, whose Daughters of the Dust was among ten LA Rebellion films inducted into the Library 
of Congress National Film Registry, formed a multiracial coalition who transformed cinema and 
performance by channeling the river, not waiting for the flood. Their courage, their refusal, their 
collective making: you carry their legacy forward along with other TFT alumni Carol Burnett, 
Francis Ford Coppola, Justin Lin, Alexander Payne, Gina Prince-Bythewood, and Tim Robbins.

In Melnitz and Macgowan, with the guidance of the world-class faculty, dedicated staff, 
celebrated alumni and stellar peers across cohorts, you learned to know yourself and each 
other; to fabulate ethically; to actualize ideas and finish what matters. The discipline of the 
craft produces the miracle of your work.

You are graduating into a world being remade — by AI, by inequality, by climate change, and by 
the fracturing of public discourse. Our social problems demand the analytic minds that UCLA 
TFT produces: in how you read images as evidence, contextualize representation within history, 
achieve technological literacy, understand structures of feeling, and deploy creativity in the 
service of justice and beauty.

Now show up — in the room, at the podium, on set, on every screen and every stage — with 
everything you carry from here: your stories, your methods, your faculty, your advisors, your 
cohort, and your community. Show up for what matters. Launch us to the creative futures we 
deserve.

Today belongs to you — and to every family member, friend, and community who believed in 
you to help you get here. This is one of the happiest days of all our lives. We celebrate you!
Go forth as UCLA TFT alumni into the world that needs you.

Your voice. Our story.

 

CELINE PARREÑAS SHIMIZU

D e a n  a n d  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  P r o f e s s o r
U C L A  S c h o o l  o f  T h e a t e r ,  F i l m  &  Te l e v i s i o n

C E L I N E  P A R R E Ñ A S  S H I M I Z U



ALUMNI
SPEAKER

Grace Lee is an award-winning independent filmmaker whose work lives at the intersection 
of storytelling, activism, and community. Graduating in 2002 with an MFA from UCLA School 
of Theater, Film and Television, she has built a career defined by curiosity, social impact, and 
a commitment to amplifying underrepresented voices across film, television, podcasts, and 
digital platforms.

Her acclaimed documentary American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs received 
a Peabody Award and explored the life and legacy of the legendary activist and philosopher. 
She also directed the landmark PBS series Asian Americans, which examines the history and 
impact of Asian Americans in the United States. Her most recent film, Forever We Are Young 
(2025), explores the global fandom surrounding K-pop superstars BTS and was released in 
theaters worldwide.

Grace’s additional directing credits include And She Could Be Next, a two-part PBS series about 
women of color transforming American politics, as well as feature films such as Janeane from 
Des Moines and American Zombie. Her work also extends into digital storytelling, including 
K-TOWN ’92, a web-based documentary project examining the 1992 Los Angeles Civil Unrest. 
She is also the host and executive producer of the podcast Viewers Like Us, which investigates 
systemic inequities in public media.

Her films have screened at major festivals including Sundance, Toronto, SXSW, Busan, and 
CPH:DOX, and have been broadcast on PBS and Sundance Channel. Her work has received 
two Peabody Awards, as well as Emmy and NAACP Image Award nominations, in addition 
to numerous audience awards. She has been supported by organizations including the Ford 
Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, Sundance Institute, ITVS, and Chicken & Egg Pictures.

Grace is a co-founder of the Asian American Documentary Network (A-Doc) and a member of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Documentary Branch.

Returning to TFT as this year’s alumni speaker, Grace embodies the power of storytelling as 
a tool for connection and change. Her work reflects the values of the TFT community—rigor, 
creativity, and a deep commitment to telling stories that matter—and serves as an inspiring 
example for this year’s graduates as they begin their own journeys.

GRACE LEE (‘02)
Independent Filmmaker



KEYNOTE
ADDRESS
JONAS RIVERA
Executive VP, Production 
Pixar Animation Studios

Jonas Rivera is an Academy Award®-winning producer and Executive Vice President 
of Production at Pixar Animation Studios, where he oversees all feature film and 
streaming production. Since joining Pixar in 1994 as the studio’s first production intern, 
Jonas has played an integral role in shaping some of the most beloved animated films 
of the past three decades.

Over the course of his career, Jonas has contributed to nearly every Pixar feature, 
holding roles across the studio including art department coordinator on A Bug’s Life, 
marketing and creative resources coordinator on Toy Story 2, art department manager 
on Monsters, Inc., and production manager on Cars. His deep understanding of 
storytelling and production culminated in his work as producer on Up (2009), which 
received an Academy Award® nomination for Best Picture, only the second animated 
film in history to earn that distinction.

Jonas went on to produce Inside Out (2015), directed by Pete Docter, which won the 
Academy Award® for Best Animated Feature and was nominated for Best Original 
Screenplay. He continued that success with Toy Story 4 (2019), which also received the 
Academy Award® for Best Animated Feature. For his work across these films, Jonas 
was honored with the Producers Guild of America Award for Outstanding Producer of 
Animated Theatrical Motion Pictures.

A Bay Area native, Jonas grew up in Castro Valley and earned his degree in film 
production from San Francisco State University. His career reflects a deep commitment 
to storytelling that resonates across generations, combining emotional depth with 
technical innovation.

As this year’s keynote speaker, Jonas brings a perspective shaped by decades of 
collaboration, creativity, and leadership at the forefront of animation. His journey, 
from intern to executive, stands as a powerful example of what is possible through 
curiosity, persistence, and a passion for storytelling.



CHANCELLOR’S 
MARSHALS
Recognized for outstanding academic
achievement and identified by 
the Blue and Gold Fourragère

F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A
JASMINE GAYNIER

MOHAMAD LINDA RABIH HASSOUNA

MARGARET M. KONECKY

SEUNGYEOP LEE

T H E A T E R
VICTORIA ELIZABETH ATILANO

LUCY DALE BALLINGER

SCOTTY CULLEN

MOLLY WOLFLICK



DOCTOR OF
PHILOSOPHY

F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A

Degree Candidates
SAMUEL L. HUNTER 
Dissertation Title: Digital Queerdom: Utopian Desire and Queer 
Computation, 1992-2010

KRYSTAL CATALINA CARDENAS LEDESMA 
Dissertation Title: Manifestations of Mexican Americanness: 1940s 
Activism, Cinema, and Representation During Hollywood’s Classical Era 



DOCTOR OF
PHILOSOPHY

T H E A T E R

Degree Candidate
QIANXIONG YANG
Dissertation Title: Exhausting China: Technoculture and the Work of 
Politics in Postsocialism



MASTER OF FINE ARTS
F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A

DANIELA DIANA LÓPEZ MELÓN
ESTHER OKOROCHA
MAXIMILIAN ABRAHAM URIARTE

Degrees Conferred

JIMI ADELEYE
LISSY ASCHIERIS
MARÍA PAULA ÁVILA VERA
LAURA BERMEJO ABELLAN
CORY ALEXANDER BISHOP 
JAZMYNE RENAE BLACK
MAYA SOPHIA BRASLAW
GABRIELLE MARGARET BRIGHT
CAITLIN ELIZABETH CARMICHAEL
ANDREW CHILD
SAMUEL EDWARD COCHRAN
JOSHUA WILLIAM DAVID
YAYABELL DEBAY
YIRU DENG
MADELEINE DEPIETRO
JOSEY CLARA DUNBAR
MARIIA EGOROVA
RYAN ANDREW FAJET
ANNE FARRELL
ADEKUNLE RILWAN FASASI
REBS FISHER-JACKSON
THEA BELLE FLANZER
ANNA CAROLINE FOLTRAN
OLIVE SAMUEL GREENSPAN
NOVA GUTIERREZ
SIMON WANG HERNANDEZ
JUWAN RASHAAD HOWARD
JESSY SHERIF IBRAHIM
ALINA AMIR ISLAM-HASHMI
JADE ALISON JOHANN
AMAN MILES JOHNSON

SOPHIA ALYSA KAWAGUCHI
MARINA KLIMANN NUNEZ
AMANDA LEE
CODY CAMERON LEE
JUNGSU LIM
TIAGO LIMA CUNHA
ERICA LING
YUJIE LIU
OLIVIA LONDON MACDONALD
HANNAH BEVERLY MASON
ISABELLE MCKELVEY
SHAZIA R. MIAN
TRENT MILLER
HANNAH MUTZ
BENJAMIN SASPORTAS
HARSH VARDHAN SINGH
YANZHANG SONG
ZIYUE SONG
JACOB CLARENCE SULLIVAN
WENDY XINRAN TONG
OSEWANNE UWADIALE
MATTHEW JAMES VOLLRATH
SHUYI WANG
WAVERLY LI-TING WANG
GINA ANTOINETTE WHITNEY
ARAM PAUL WINTER
GREYSON TULL WYATT
ZORA XU
YI YU

Degree Candidates



MASTER OF FINE ARTS
T H E A T E R

Degree Candidates
TAYLOR ARAGON

CAYLA NICOLE BAUGHNS

NATALIE GRACE LAMBERT

EM MOORE

JIMENA SOTO MEJIA

ERIC MATTHEW SWARTZ

MALCOLM WILSON 

LEI XIA

YIYI YANG

DOWON YOON 

NALA ZINNGRABE



MASTER OF ARTS
F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A

Degree Candidates
JASON ARGUETA

GRACE MOON GERELY

CHARLOTTE STOUT

XIANGJI ZHAN

LINN ZHENG



BACHELOR OF ARTS
F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A

MAYA NAWAL ABDALLAH
RACHANA KALLADIGOLI AITHAL*
NINA ROSETTE BAEZA
TALIA OLUFOLAKE BALOGUN
LHIANNAN SIDHE BUCK-GAY
KAITLIN CARLOS
CRUZ ELIAS CARRATALA
CALEB GABRIELSON
MOHAMAD LINDA RABIH HASSOUNA*
CYNTHIA ANN HOWZE
EMILY LINNEA KARLSSON
MARGARET M. KONECKY*

MAIYAH NALANI LAMAR
SEUNGYEOP LEE*
MATTHEW FOSTER MARGULIES
KATHERINE TAYLOR MATHEWS
CARLOS ABRAHAM ROMAN
NATALIE RUIZ VARELA
BIBI SHOGOFA SEDIQI
JADE JENNY CHOY STANKOWSKI
LANA MARGERY TANIA*
AARON HIEU VU
AILIN ZHOU
AARON ZHU

Degree Candidates

*LATIN HONORS (SPRING OR SUMMER 2026 CANDIDATES WHOSE CURRENT GPA 
QUALIFIES THEM FOR LATIN HONORS. LEVEL OF LATIN HONORS IS DETERMINED 
BY FINAL GPA.)

JASMINE GAYNIER § 
AMBER SIMONE PAYNE
VIVIAN SUN

Degrees Conferred

§ SUMMA CUM LAUDE          Ŧ MAGNA CUM LAUDE         ^ CUM LAUDE



BACHELOR OF ARTS
T H E A T E R

KAYLEE BALL
BENJAMIN COLE
XIANG LI
BROOKE ASHLYN MCCREE

CLAUDIA SOFIA ORTIZ LUNA
LILAH EDEN PECK
ANTONIA YANG

Degrees Conferred

§ SUMMA CUM LAUDE          Ŧ MAGNA CUM LAUDE         ^ CUM LAUDE

VICTORIA ELIZABETH ATILANO*
LUCY DALE BALLINGER*
ASAD SULEMAN BHIMANI
MAITEI EMMIE COLOMA-TERRY
HADLEY CONNOR
SCOTTY CULLEN*
KENDRA JANAI CURTIS
BEVERLY GISELA D’ANDREA
CAITLIN GRACE DEVENNEY
ANNALIA EACOTT
AVA MADELEINE FONG
THOMAS JEMIL FOSTER
FITZ FREEBY
BISHOP ANTHONY FREEMAN
JULIA GONZALEZ
ELLA GREENE
KEARA HEDICAN
ZACHARY JUSTIN HOFFMAN
JOYCE HONG
LOWEN SAM JEFFERY
SAM DELLA VIVIANE JONES
QUENTIN CHRISTOPHER KELLEY
JIAN KIM
TRISTIAN JON KINNEY
RYAN JIHWAN LIM
ICHTACA LIRA
ELLA ANGELNINA MAXINE MAIO
ARYK MATHIAS
MAISIE TAYLOR MCPEEK
ALLISON MEISTER

CAMERYN BAILEY MITCHELL
WHITNEY MOORE
MIREYA ZOÉ NEVEL*
EMILY VICTORIA NEWLAND
JESUS YAHIR PARRILLA
ANTHONY MICHAEL PAULAZZO
QUINN MALLORY POLLARD-VELEZ
ALI QADIRI
HANA SOFIA RUDOFF
MANUEL ALEJANDRO SABIDO GUADALUPE
ELIZABETH SALGADO
MATTHEW SMITH
SAVANNAH NOEL SMITH
WALKER NORFLEET STEPHENSON
KAYLA KEANA SUHAILI
ISA UNDERDAHL
SHANTI JOHANNA WIMMER
MOLLY ANNE WOLFLICK
BENJAMIN ELLIOT YAWN
EDWIN ZHA

Degree Candidates

*LATIN HONORS (SPRING OR SUMMER 2026 CANDIDATES WHOSE CURRENT GPA 
QUALIFIES THEM FOR LATIN HONORS. LEVEL OF LATIN HONORS IS DETERMINED 
BY FINAL GPA.)



CHAIR
FABIAN WAGMISTER

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS
CHON A. NORIEGA
CELINE PARREÑAS SHIMIZU

PROFESSORS
STEVEN F. ANDERSON
MICHAEL S. BERRY
JUAN PABLO GONZALEZ
KRISTY M. GUEVARA-FLANAGAN
LIANNE HALFON
GEORGE J. HUANG
ERKKI I. HUHTAMO
GINA KIM
DEBORAH NADOOLMAN LANDIS
DENISE R. MANN	
WILLIAM MCDONALD
KATHLEEN A. MCHUGH
SEAN METZGER
PHYLLIS A. NAGY
KRISS RAVETTO-BIAGIOLI
TERI E. SCHWARTZ
CHARLES E. SHEETZ
AMY VILLAREJO
FABIAN WAGMISTER

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
SHELLEEN M. GREENE
RORY M. KELLY
ARNE O. LUNDE

ELLEN C. SCOTT
JASMINE N. TRICE
SHAWN VANCOUR

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
LYNN C. OKIMURA
VERONICA A. PAREDES

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR
LIZA JOHNSON
PATRICIA ROZEMA
ANA ISABEL FERNANDÉZ DE ALBA

LECTURERS
IMTIAZ AHMED	
WILLIAM J. BARMINSKI
DAVID BERRY
KATE BEYDA
DAVID BOYLE 
JOSHUA BYCEL
MONICA CAPPIELLO
APRIL CONNORS
SAMANTHA CORBIN-MILLER
AARON EDMONDS
LESLEY ELIZONDO
ALEX FRANKLIN
GEORGE GARY 
JILL GOLDSMITH
SONIA GONZALEZ
ANGEL GRANADOS
PAUL GREEN
LUIS GUTIERREZ

FACULTY 2025-26 
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A

LEADERSHIP
U C L A  S C H O O L  O F  T H E A T E R ,
F I L M  A N D  T E L E V I S I O N

CELINE PARREÑAS SHIMIZU, Dean
JEFF BURKE, Associate Dean, Research and Technologies
SUK-YOUNG KIM, Associate Dean, Academic Affairs and External 
Engagement
THAI SUCKRACHAN, Associate Dean, Chief Administrative Officer 
JASMINE NADUA TRICE, Equity Advisor 



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F I L M ,  T E L E V I S I O N
A N D  D I G I T A L  M E D I A  Continued

FACULTY 2025-26  

LECTURERS Continued

BEN HAIGH
CECELIA HALL
ROLF HANSEN
JAN-CHRISTOPHER HORAK
MINDY JOHNSON
MALI HELED KINBERG
JASON KNUTZEN
SALLY LAPIDUSS
HANS-MARTIN LIEBING
SUSAN LITTENBERG
BILL MARSILII
DAN MCDERMOTT
ZACH MEDOW
ALISHA MEHTA TEJPAL
HOWARD MEYERS
GABE MICHAEL
JOSH MORGAN
PAUL NAGLE
MIKE NARDUCCI
TOM NUNAN
ALEX O’FLINN
DANIEL OLIVAS
ANDREW ORENSTEIN
ETHAN PACK
ALEX (MICHAEL) PEARCE
HANNAH PETERSON
ROSE CATHERINE PINKNEY
RICHARD RAYNER
MARK E. ROSMAN
DAPHNE ROZENBLATT
INGRID SANCHEZ
CHUCK SANDERS
CHRIS SAUVE
MAYA SMUKLER
JONATHAN SNIPES
PAT VERDUCCI
BERNARD WEISER
AMY WINFREY
JOHN W. YOON
KRIS T. YOUNG
ANDRE ZAKHYA

PROFESSORS EMERITI
JERZY ANTCZAK
JANET L. BERGSTROM
BARBARA BOYLE
NICHOLAS K. BROWNE
A.P. GONZALEZ
STEPHEN D. MAMBER
BARBARA MARKS
CELIA L. MERCER	
NANCY RICHARDSON
BECKY J. SMITH
VIVIAN SOBSHACK
HOWARD SUBER

DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH 
PROFESSORS
JOHN T. CALDWELL
GYULA GAZDAG

LECTURERS SOE EMERITI
HAROLD L. ACKERMAN
MARK MCCARTY



CHAIR
JEFF BURKE

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR
DEBORAH NADOOLMAN LANDIS

PROFESSORS
J.ED ARAIZA
JEFF BURKE
MYUNG HEE CHO
LAP CHI CHU
CHRISI KARVONIDES-DUSHENKO
SUK-YOUNG KIM
BRIAN KITE
SEAN METZGER
JUDITH MORELAND
SYLVAN OSWALD
MARIKE SPLINT
DOMINIC TAYLOR

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
MICHELLE LIU CARRIGER
JENNIFER CHANG
ADAM RIGG

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
FELIPE CERVERA
MALIKA OYETIMEIN
ANGELA ROBINSON

ADJUNCT PROFESSORS
DAN BELZER
JEREMY MANN
EDWARD MONAGHAN

ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
MARILYN FOX

LECTURERS
ERIC ABELE
VIKAS ADAM
YELENA BABINSKAYA
DANIEL BAKER
CHRISTIAN BARILLAS
AUGUSTO BARRANCO
DEVON BAUR
DAVID BEAUDRY
JEFF BEHM
AGNES BORINSKY
CHERYL BAXTER
ANDREW BROOMELL
BILL BRZESKI
LORENE CHESLEY
HANNAH CHODOS
KIMBERLY CHRISMAN CAMPBELL
FRANCIOS COUTURE
PERRY DANIEL
JENNIFER DAVIS-CHEN
VELANI DIBBA
ANTHONY FANNING
TAL FOX
MARY CLARE GARCIA
JILL GOLD
DAVID GORSHEIN
JULIA GREGORY
HECTOR GUERRERO
EVELYN HALUS
BRENT HINKLEY
MORGAN HOOD
DENISE HUDSON
ALEX JAEGER

FACULTY 2025-26
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E A T E R



FACULTY 2025-26  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E A T E R  Continued

LECTURERS Continued

DANIELLE KAY
ELLEN KING
RACHEL ROBB KONDRATH 
JESSICA KUBZANSKY
DIMITRI LOUKAKIS
JAMES MALOOF
LEANORA MARTINO
CRICKET MYERS
PHOEBE PING
AASHA RAMDEEN
AARON RHYNE
KEIANA RICHARD-BARTOLOME
LAUREN ROARK
LEON ROTHENBERG
SHOSHANA RUBIN
JANE RUHM
PABLO SANTIAGO-BRANDWEIN
HEIDI JO SCHELLER
NATHAN SCHROEDER
CHRISTA SMITH
JONATHAN SNIPES
KATHRYN STRATFORD
NATSUO TOMITA
JESSICA TOLTZIS
JESSIE VACCHIANO
HANS VERMY
JONATHAN WANG
TOBIE WINDHAM
MIRA WINICK
HANNAH WOLF
MARK WORTHINGTON
DIANA WYENN
STEVEN YOUNG
LEAH ZHANG
AMANDA ZIEVE
MORGAN ZUPANSKI

VISITING PROFESSOR
TARELL ALVIN MCCRANEY

PROFESSORS EMERTI
ALAN ARMSTRONG
SUE-ELLEN CASE
HANAY L. GEIOGAMAH
ROBERT H. HETHMON
MICHAEL MCLAIN
JOANNE T. MCMASTER
JOSEPH OLIVIERI
RICH ROSE
CAROL FISHER SORGENFREI
JOSE LUIS VALENZUELA
EDIT VILLARREAL
MARGARET WILBUR

LECTURERS SOE EMERITI
THOMAS ORTH

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATOR
JONATHAN BURKE

ACADEMIC COORDINATOR
PAUL GIRARD



BOARD CHAIR
SUSAN A. CARTSONIS

JIM BERK
JOSEPH A. CALABRESE, ESQ.
RICK CARTER 
SANFORD R. CLIMAN 
FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA 
DONALD DE LINE 
DONNA DEITCH
CECILIA DEMILLE PRESLEY
EMILIO DIEZ BARROSO 
CHANNING DUNGEY 
MOCTESUMA ESPARZA
ERIC ESRAILIAN, M.D., M.P.H. 
HANI FARSI
DAN FELLMAN
JASON M. FOREST
ROBERT FRIEDMAN
CLINCH FUENTES
JEFFREY GOLDSTEIN
PETER GUBER
TODD ANDREW HAWKINS

KEN HERTZ, ESQ.
AN HUANG CHEN
REGINALD HUDLIN
ANDREW KAPLAN
FRANK MARSHALL
LAUREL MIRANDA
SCOTT SANDERS
MARTIN SCORSESE
BRAD SILBERLING
HARRY EVANS SLOAN, ESQ. 
MICHELLE SOBRINO-STEARNS
DARREN STAR
NADJA SWAROVSKI
ELENA TORRES
BRUCE VAUGHN
ELIZABETH REIKO KUBOTA 
WHITNEY 
DEBORAH WIDENER
RICHARD WOLPERT 
MARISA ZUCEK

UCLA SCHOOL OF THEATER,
FILM AND TELEVISION
DEAN’S
EXECUTIVE BOARD



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS
1990	 June Wayne
1991	 Bella Lewitzky
1992	 Jack Valenti
1993	 James Earl Jones
1994	 Peter Guber
1995	 Quincy Jones
1996	 Debbie Allen
1997	 Warren Littlefield
1998	 John Frankenheimer
1999	 Annette Bening
2000	 Joe Roth
2001	 Eva Marie Saint
2002	 Martha Coolidge
2003	 Terry Semel
2004	 Sherry Lansing
2005	 Fay Kanin
2006	 George C. Wolfe
2007	 Larry Gelbart
2008	 Colin Callender
2009	 Oliver Stone
2010	 Peter Guber
2011	 U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
2012	 Ron Meyer
2013	 Cathy Schulman
2014	 Jane Fonda
2015	 Kevin Beggs
2016	 Channing Dungey
2017	 Ava DuVernay
2018	 Carl Franklin
2019	 Pierce Brosnan
2021	 Nilo Cruz
2022	 Troy Kotsur
2023 	 Gina Prince-Bythewood
2024	 Tarell Alvin McCraney
2025	 Dustin Lance Black

ALUMNI AND HONOREES
2000	 Army Archerd
2001	 Louis J. Horvitz
2003	 Moctesuma Esparza
2004	 Gregory Nava
2005	 Geoffrey Gilmore
2007	 Gene Reynolds
2008	 Fred Roos
2009	 Ellen Geer
2010	 Felicia D. Henderson
2010	 John Rando
2011	 Charles Burnett

2011	 Mariska Hargitay
2012	 Shirley Jo Finney
2012	 Penelope Spheeris
2013	 Dustin Lance Black
2013	 Kristin Hanggi
2014	 Wendy C. Goldberg
2014	 Darren Star
2015	 Donna Deitch
2015	 Sarabeth Grossman
2016	 Robert L. Friedman
2016	 Gina Prince-Bythewood
2017	 Justin Lin
2017	 Michael Stuhlbarg
2018	 Judy Kaye
2018	 Allison Anders
2019	 Julie Dash
2019	 George Takei
2020 	 Patricia Cardoso
2022	 Amy Aniobi
2023 	 Rachel Hauck
2025 	 Brian Kite

COMMENCEMENT DEDICATION 
2012 	 Gilbert Cates 
2015 	 Samuel Goldwyn, Jr. 

UCLA MEDAL 
1985 	 Carol Burnett
2009 	 Haskell Wexler, A.s.c.
2017 	 Peter Guber

CHANCELLOR’S MEDAL
1993	 James Earl Jones
1994	 Francis Ford Coppola
1995	 Quincy Jones
1996	 Neil Simon
1998	 Edie Wasserman
2002	 Kirk Douglas
2005	 Sir Anthony Hopkins
2006	 Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2017	 Nadja Swarovski

PAST HONOREES



COMMENCEMENT PRODUCERS
ANNA GUZMAN
CRYSTAL SANTANA
CHRISTINA VACCHIANO

ANNOUNCER
MIEBAKA YOHANNES

AUDIO SUPERVISOR
AUSTIN TAYLOR

ASSISTANT AUDIO SUPERVISOR
EVERETT WALL

COMMENCEMENT STAFF
HERLICH AGUILUZ
DOLANN ADAMS
SONIA AVILA CONTRERAS
NOELL BILLINGS
BRIAN BROWN
AARON D. CERVANTES
CHRISTY COLBURN
ANDREA DAVIS
ELLIOTT DELGADO
MATT DONAT
ERIC GOMEZ
SPENCER GRIEB
KARL HOLMES
LIBBY JOURDAN
BRANDON KARSH
RICH MOUSHEGIAN
MYRON MURAKAMI
JUAN NUÑEZ
ANGELO ONG
JUDY RAYOS
LISA REEVE
MELINDA ROBLES
GAYLE SERGEI
TORI STEWART
THAI SUKRACHAN
ANNA WATTS

PRODUCTION STAFF
MICHAEL SELLERS
JONATHAN BURKE
AUSTIN TAYLOR
CHRISTINA VACCHIANO

THEATER MANAGEMENT SERVICES
TOM COLEN
MELIH ERCAN
ANTHONY JONES
CHRISTINA MONTANO
VICTORIA PEREIRA
JAMES PORTER
PIA SHEKERJIAN
JEFF WALLACE
ERNESTO YBARRA

SPECIAL THANKS
ACADEMIC PERSONNEL
BUSINESS OFFICE
DEAN’S OFFICE
DEPARTMENT OF FILM, TELEVISION 
AND DIGITAL MEDIA
DEPARTMENT OF THEATER
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT & ALUMNI 
AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EVENTS & 
PROTOCOL
STUDENT SERVICES

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
2 0 2 6  C O M M E N C E M E N T



“Hail to the hills of Westwood

to the mighty sea below; 

Hail to our alma mater,  

she will conquer every foe.  

For we’re loyal to the Southland,

her honor we’ll uphold,  

We’ll gladly give our hearts to thee,

to the Blue and to the Gold.”

— Jeane Emerson ’29

Commencement
(Royce Hall)

UCLA SCHOOL OF THEATER, FILM AND TELEVISION ACKNOWLEDGES THE GABRIELINO/TONGVA PEOPLES 
AS THE TRADITIONAL LAND CARETAKERS OF THE LOS ANGELES BASIN AND SOUTHERN CHANNEL ISLANDS.

AS A LAND GRANT INSTITUTION, UCLA ALSO PAYS RESPECT TO TONGVA ANCESTORS,
ELDERS AND RELATIVES - PAST, PRESENT AND EMERGING.



WELCOME,
NEW 
ALUMNI!

Welcome to the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television (UCLA TFT) alumni 
family! We are thrilled to have you join our vibrant community of Bruin alumni. 
Please keep us updated with your exciting journeys and achievements — we can’t 
wait to see you at our programs and events, and share your successes with pride! 
Stay connected with us to make the most of your alumni experience:

• Email devo@tft.ucla.edu to update your email and mailing address to receive 
communications, news and alumni event invitations.

• Find us on Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn. The Facebook UCLA TFT Alumni 
Affairs Group keeps our alumni connected for networking, social engagement and 
job opportunities.
 
Join the UCLA TFT community on BrightCrowd, our online alumni directory. To 
register, please scan the QR code below or email us at devo@tft.ucla.edu.

We eagerly look forward to celebrating your accomplishments in the days, 
months, and years ahead. Congratulations and welcome!

Warm regards,

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2026

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t
A A R O N  D A N I E L  C E R V A N T E S ,  J . D .








